
History of Eva Tulene Watt Scholarship for Native Americans 

The Eva Tulene Watt Scholarship for Native Americans was founded at SOHA in honor of the 

late White Mountain Apache elder, Eva Tulene Watt (1913-2009), author of the award winning, 

Don’t Let the Sun Step over You: A White Mountain Apache Family Life, 1860-1975, (University 

of Arizona Press, 2004).  Until that time, although Apache history was the basis for books by 

non-Indian authors, Apache people had been reluctant to discuss their history in any detail.  Late 

in her life, Mrs. Watt decided to tell her family and tribal histories from the time of the 

nineteenth century Apache wars through the late twentieth century.  Understanding the 

importance of speaking to the widest possible audience and in order to tell her story in English, 

she sought the assistance of anthropologist, Keith Basso, a leading scholar of the Apache people 

and author of the classic work of ethnography, Wisdom Sits in Places: Landscape and Language 

among the Western Apache, (University of New Mexico Press, 1996).  At the time of the 

publication of Don’t Let the Sun Step over You, Mrs. Watt was ninety-one years old.  It was her 

hope that her work would inspire younger Native Americans to listen and record their elders’ 

stories in order to preserve their languages and histories, all in danger of being completely lost in 

modern times.  Before her death, Mrs. Watt told Dr. Basso that she was pleased that the 

scholarship would support other Indian people in preserving their legacies. 

 

Keith Basso, Emeritus Professor of Anthropology at UNM, and oral historian, Mary Palevsky, 

established the scholarship and continue to be its primary supporters.  Dr. Palevsky, winner of 

SOHA’s 2005 Mink Award, is the author of Atomic Fragments: A Daughter’s Questions 

(University of California, 2000) and directed the Nevada Test Site Oral History Project at 

UNLV. 

 

For More information on Don’t Let the Sun Step over You: A White Mountain Apache Family 

Life, 1860-1975, go to: http://www.uapress.arizona.edu/Books/bid1554.htm 
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